RELIGION ADMITS OF NO COERCION
Freedom without equality for all, irrespective of
race or religion, was not worth having for the Congress.
In other words, the Congress and any government
representative of the Congress must remain a purely
democratic, popular body leaving every individual to
follow that form of religion which best appealed to him
without any interference from the State. There was so
much in common between people living in the same
State under the same flag owing undivided allegiance to
it. There was so much in common between man and
man that it was a marvel that there could be any quarrel
on the ground of religion. Any creed or dogma which
coerced others into following one uniform practice was
a religion only in name, for, a religion worth the name
did not admit of any coercion. Anything that was done
under coercion had only a short lease of life. It was
bound to die. It must be a matter of pride to them
whether they were four anna Congress members or not
that they had in their midst an institution without a
rival which disdained to become a theocratic State and
which always believed and lived up to the belief that
the State of their conception must be a secular, demo-
cratic State having perfect harmony between the dif-
ferent units composing the State. When he, the speaker,
thought of the plight of the Muslims in the Union,
how in many places ordinary life had become difficult
for them and how there was a continuing exodus of the
Muslims from the Union, he wondered whether the
people who were responsible for creating such a state
of things could ever become a credit to the. Congress.
He, therefore, hoped that during the year that had just
commenced, the Hindus and Sikhs would so behave as
to enable every Muslim, whether a boy or a girl, to
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